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The progress of legislation on the pollutant discharge permit
system in China: the objective and task of Regulations

on the Administration of Pollutant Discharge Permit
HE Rong', XU Xiangmin®, WANG Bin', WANG Zhuoyue', ZHANG Yuheng', CUI Jinxing'
(1. Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100029, China;
2. Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: This paper divides the thirty years of the legislative progress of the pollutant discharge permit system into three
stages: generation, development and reform. It teases out the major events and main processes in the legislative background
and process, and summarizes the legislative features of these three stages. By studying the legislative context of the pollutant
discharge permit system, this paper clarifies the development track of the main contents of Regulations on the Administration of
Pollutant Discharge Permit. This paper points out the following main objectives and tasks of the legislation. The first is to
build the supervision system for fixed pollution sources with the pollutant discharge permit system as its core, and to clarify the
relationship between the pollutant discharge permit system and other environmental management systems. The second is to
guarantee that all fixed pollution sources are covered under the regulations through issuing pollutant discharge permits. The
third is to strengthen the main responsibility of pollutant discharge units, to strengthen the supervision and enforcement of the
pollutant discharge permit system, and to clarify the legal responsibilities of different parties.

Keywords: pollutant discharge permit; legislation; management system; regulations; the supervision and enforcement



