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Thoughts and suggestions on defining ‘Ecological Water Quantity”

in the Yangtze River Protection Law
WANG Zhuoyue YIN Peihong WANG Bin HE Rong ZHANG Yuheng
( Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy of MEE  Beijing 100029)

Abstract: At present in the field of watershed environmental management more and more attention has been paid to the
ecological functions of rivers wetlands or estuaries and the guarantee of ecological water quantity has been emphasized.
However by sorting out the relevant laws and regulations it is found that there are fewer provisions concerning ecological
water quantity in the law different usage of the term “ecological water quantity” weak operability of the provisions
inconsistent purpose of maintaining reasonable water level —and fewer factors of considering ecological environmental protection
in water quantity dispatching. In view of these problems It is suggested that the connotation of “ecological water quantity”
the standard of ecological water level and the purpose of setting up ecological water level should be clarified in the Yangtze
River Protection Law. The factors of flow velocity should be taken into account when discharging water quantity ( non-flood
season)  and the early warning discharge should be set up.
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