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Environmental Issue in WTO Trade Policy Review Mechanism
ZHAO Jia ZHANG Bin

( Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the

People’ s Republic of China Beijing 100029  China)

Abstract: As trade negotiations and dispute settlement trade policy review mechanism ( TPRM) is one of three fundamental
functions of the World Trade Organization ( WTO)  and is of significant importance in securing the smoother functioning of the
multilateral trading system by providing monitoring. Environmental measures could affect trade through a variety of channels
such as production and transportation therefore trade — related environmental measures in TPRM increasingly draw
attentions. China has already made use of TPRM to express concerns regarding to other members” trade—related environmental
measures and to actively clarify its own measures to enhance trust and remove doubts when under review. This article analyses
the feature of environmental issue in TPRM the key concerns China has raised regarding to other members’ trade—related
environmental measures and the key concerns China has received. The following policy recommendations are proposed to
further strengthen related progress. Firstly China should increase participation in TPR  especially when China is under
review. Secondly  capacity building should be promoted to further study the procedure and working language of TPR with the
aim to make better use of this mechanism to tell Chinese environmental protection story more effectively. Thirdly companies
should be encouraged to participate in the environmental issue in TPR.

Keywords: WTO; trade policy review; environmental issue
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