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Warnings on the Flint Drinking Water Crisis in the United States: to Strengthen

Drinking Water Safety Management and to Prevent Environmental Risk
SUN Feixiang LIU Jinmiao XU Xin LI Ruijuan
( Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy of MEP  Beijing 100029)

Abstract: The drinking water crisis has attract the world” s attention in Flint the United States. This crisis was a result of
negligence on environmental safety risk assessment during the policy decision—making of drinking water by the American local
governments and even deeper reflections of the imbalances between economic—environment—politics of America. This crisis is
also a serious warning to China’ s drinking water safety supervision and management which is led by the Ministry of
Environmental Protection. Advices is given as followed firstly to establish and improve the prevention mechanism of drinking
water improve the whole process control on environmental risks; secondly to carry out comprehensive evaluation of water
supply system based on the whole process concept; thirdly to enhance the whole process monitoring early warning and
analysis of pollution sources; fourthly strengthen information disclosure and public participation; fifthly to deepen the
responsibility named “one position with two responsibilities”  standardize government decision—making establish and improve
decision—making accountability system  and to pursue the responsibility of improper decisions.

Keywords: Drinking water crisis; the whole process of supervision; information disclosure; public participation; Flint in

the United States



