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Research on the Problems and Countermeasures of Public

Participation in Environmental Impact Assessment

HAO Liang', YANG Weishan

1. Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy, Ministry of Environmental Protection, Beijing 100029
2. Chinese Academy For Environmental Planning, Beijing 100012

Abstract: It is of great significance to identify the problems of public participation in Environmental Impact
Assessment and make recommendations. Based on the review of EIA's development process in China, with Xiamen PX
project and Shifang incident as case study, some problems were found, such as the time of public participation was lagged
behind, the effect was not optimal, the information disclosure system was not sound, the right to participate and to know
was difficult to be guaranteed and met, and public participation did not match the speed of urban construction and
economic development, those all restricted the process of public participation in Environmental Impact Assessment. In
order to overcome the problems, four suggestions were put forward: Firstly, strengthen the external security system of
public participation in Environmental Impact Assessment. Secondly, improve the public participation in implementation of
EIA’ s details. Thirdly, establish the decision- making mechanism of public participation in Environmental Impact
Assessment. Fourthly, reinforce environmental awareness and education to enhance citizens' environmental awareness and
ability.

Keywords: Environmental Impact Assessment; Public Participation; Case Study; Problems and Countermeasures
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