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Forty Years of Environmental Rule of Law in China:

Achievements and Experience
WANG Zhuoyue WANG Bin ZHANG Yuheng HE Rong YUAN Qingdan
( Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy Ministry of Ecology and Environment Beijing 100029  China)

Abstract: In the past forty years of reform and opening China “s environmental rule of law has achieved remarkable
results. This paper reviews the development of environmental rule of law in China in the past 40 years and analyses its
effectiveness and experience from four perspectives: legislation law enforcement justice and ecological civilization
theory. Over the past 40 years China’ s laws on ecological environment protection have grown sharply and the law
enforcement of ecological environment has been constantly optimized with the improvement of the rule of law. Environmental
administration civil and criminal justice have been continuously strengthened and the concept of ecological civilization has
been integrated into all aspects of the rule of law.
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