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Implementing Daily Penalties for Pollutant Discharge without Emission
Permit May Become a Major Innovation and Breakthrough in the

Legal Responsibility of Ecological Environment
HE Rong ZHANG Yuheng WANG Zhuoyue

(Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy, Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the
People’ s Republic of China, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Regulations on pollutant discharge permit management ( Draft Request for Opinions) in line with principle of seeking
truth from facts, innovatively stipulates the punishment method of “daily penalty”, which is a major breakthrough to existing
ecological environment laws. This paper analyses the difference between “continuous daily penalty” and “daily penalty”,
explores the relevant considerations of “daily penalty” stipulated in the Regulations. The study finds that “daily penalty” has
better guidance and deterrence effect on pollutant discharge units to abide by the law, making the amount of penalty more
relevant to the illegal facts, and also playing the role of “continuous daily penalty”.

Keywords: daily penalty; continuous daily penalty; unlicensed sewage disposal; discharge permit management; legal
liability
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