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Study on European carbon neutrality pathway and its enlightenment to China
YANG Rupu,FENG Xiangzhao * ,ZHAO Mengxue, WANG Min, WANG Peng, DU Xiaolin

(Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy , Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract; Since General Secretary Xi Jinping made a solemn commitment to China’s low—carbon development
goal at the General Debate of the 75th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, carbon peak and
carbon neutrality have become the focus and key issues at home and abroad.As a global leader in tackling
climate change,the European Union (EU) has been in the forefront of low—carbon development for a long
time , while the Nordic Region is a pioneer in carbon neutrality within the EU.Europe’s green and low—carbon
development experience can act as an important reference for China to formulate carbon peak plan and carbon
neutrality strategy.From their strategy ,we can find that their main measures include improving the contribution
of renewable energy in the electricity system,accelerating the development of the transport, stepping up efforts
to improve energy efficiency in buildings and accelerating green upgrading in industry. The main characteristics
of carbon neutrality of the member states include the choice of differentiated paths in accordance with local
conditions, capital cities taking the lead in setting an example, and different governance approaches between
urban and rural areas.Based on this, the following five suggestions are put forward. First, we should adhere to
the goal of carbon peak and carbon neutrality and improve the climate governance system with Chinese
characteristics as soon as possible.Second, to accelerate climate legislation and build a legal basis for achieving
the goal of carbon peak and the scenario of carbon neutrality. Third, focus on key areas and accelerate the
specific action plans of carbon peak for key industries. Fourth, assess the situation scientifically, formulate
action plans in accordance with the principle of adapting measures to local conditions, and encourage certain
regions to take the lead in reaching the summit.Fifth,innovate financial mechanisms and give full play to the
role of climate investment and financing.
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