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Rigid constraint of water resources should be strengthened under the

guidance of Xi Jinping’s Thought on Ecological Civilization
GUO Mengzhuo
(Ministry of Water Resources of the People’ s Republic of China, Beijing 100053, China)

Editor’ s Note: Guo Mengzhuo, Deputy Director General of Water Resources Department of Ministry of Water Resources,
delivered the keynote speech at the symposium on In—-depth Study and Implementation of Xi Jinping’ s Thought on Ecological
Civilization in 2020. Here is his speech report to share with readers.

Guo Mengzhuo introduced the progress of Ministry of Water Resources in learning and practicing Xi Jinping’ s Thought on
ecological civilization. On the basis of careful study, the Ministry of Water Resources put forward the total tone of water
conservancy reform and development of “water conservancy project to shore up weak links, strong water conservancy industry to
strengthen supervision” , change work ideas actively, in order to resolve such outstanding problems as shortage of water
resources and water ecological damage as the guidance, focusing on mind “water basin” and “the water in the basin”,
systematically promote all the work. In terms of overall water conservation, joint the National Development and Reform
Commission to vigorously promote the implementation of the national water conservation action. We will improve the standard
quota system for water conservation. The framework of water—saving evaluation system should be established, and water—saving
evaluation of planning and construction projects should be carried out. We will vigorously promote the construction of
water—saving contracts in colleges and universities and water—saving organizations in water conservancy industries. Popularize
water—saving technologies. In the rational division of water, in accordance with the principle of apportionment, we should
accelerate the pace of river water distribution and clarify the rights and interests of water use in river basins and regions. The
determination of ecological flow is a prerequisite for water resources management. The delineation of groundwater control targets
will be fully activated. In terms of water management, give full play to the role of incentives and constraints, and work together
with nine ministries and commissions to do the most stringent water resources management system assessment. Water intakes
shall be regarded as an important link in water resources supervision, and water resources demonstration and water intakes
permit management shall be strictly enforced. We will effectively strengthen monitoring and statistics of water resources. In the
system of water control, we will make every effort to change the system of river chiefs from “famous” to “real”. We will
promote comprehensive treatment of groundwater overdraft areas. We will protect and restore water ecosystems in key rivers and
lakes. Next, the Ministry of Water Resources will actively practice the water—control concept of “water conservation priority,
spatial equilibrium, system management, power with both hands”, strengthening the rigid constraint effect of water resources,
to use water resources as its capacity permits, improve water resources using efficiency and benefit, curb unreasonable water
demand, strengthen water ecological management and water conservancy. We will do a good job in controlling and invigorating

water, which is crucial to the sustainable development of the Chinese nation.



