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The policy evolution, incentive—constraint mechanism and effect analysis of

transfer payment for National Key Ecosystem Function Conservation Areas
MA Ben', SUN Yidan', LIU Haijiang”, SUN Cong’
(1. School of Environment and Natural Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;

2. China National Environmental Monitoring Center, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: The government ecological compensation project is the largest project in China and even in the world. This paper
systematically discusses the formation process, institutional arrangement and policy changes over the years of the transfer
payment system in national key ecosystem function conservation areas, focusing on policy strength, incentive-constraint
mechanism and policy effect. The research shows that the previous policy adjustments strengthened the orientation of “ecological
civilization construction” and “ecological environment protection” from the perspective of policy objectives, enriched the
indicator system of monitoring and assessment, and introduced the performance assessment of the use of funds, which was
conducive to strengthening the supervision and guidance of the use of funds and the efficiency. However, as a balanced transfer
payment, the relationship between the allocation method of the funds and the protection of the ecological environment is weak ,
and the effect of funds in improving the quality of the ecological environment depends on a stronger incentive-constraint
mechanism. It is suggested to increase the amount of incentive funds and the role of the assessment system, dynamically
improve the monitoring and assessment index system, and carry out a comprehensive and rigorous evaluation of the policy
effect.

Keywords: national key ecosystem function conservation areas; transfer payments; ecological environment quality;

examination and assessment; policy effect





