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Review and prospect of the development of “Marine Environmental

Protection Law of the People’ s Republic of China”
ZHANG Haiwen
(China Institute for Marine Affairs, Ministry of Natural Resources, Beijing 100161)

Abstract: It has been 38 years since the adoption of Marine Environment Protection Law of the People”’ s Republic of China (here

after referred to as “the Law”) in 1982. Tt comes into being during China’s rapid social and economic development with its focus

shifting from the prevention and control of marine pollution to the protection of marine ecological environment. There were a major

revision and three amendments afterwards on the Law. By analyzing the background, purpose and content of each revision and

amendment , this paper holds that the Law does not reflect the need of the current time and should be substantially revised. The paper

elaborates on why a second revision is necessary and what important issues should be closely studied. It also suggests changing the

name of the Law into the Law of Marine Ecology and Environment Protection of the People’s Republic of China.
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