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Research on coastal zone management law :

from the perspective of California’s Coastal Act
WANG Hui, JIANG Caiyun
(School of law of Shanghai Maritime University, Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract: Currently, the eco-environment and resources in China’ s coastal zone are under great pressure. Climate change
leads to the rise of sea level, environmental change, the continuous increase of population and the change of population
structure, which affect the existing coastal governance system. The practical experience of California’ s Coastal Act shows that
coastal zone management should broaden the way of public participation, focus on optimizing the combination of mechanisms,
adjusting the function allocation, strengthening the cooperation mechanism between departments and integrating climate change
policies. In view of the comprehensiveness of coastal zones, Marine Environmental Protection Law of the People’ s Republic of
China and other single—line legislation do not have comprehensive provisions on the utilization and protection of coastal zone
resources. Therefore, it is necessary to legislate specifically on the management of coastal zones, so as to make the
comprehensive management and law enforcement of coastal zones more reliable.

Keywords: coastal zone management; California’s Coastal Act; collaboration; public participation; climate change
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