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The evolution law and institutionalized prevention of NIMBY risks in China

KONG Xiangtao
(School of Government Management, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: NIMBY movement is an environmental social problem which inevitably occurred given the rapid but not—yet—high—
quality economic and social development of China. NIMBY risks are a part of environmental social risks and show a unique
evolution pattern. Environmental risks are the starting point and core of NIMBY risks. Other risks relating to environmental
risks are triggered successively in the process of information dissemination and protest activities, forming a “ Whirlpool
Effect”. The NIMBY events in China, which have remarkable features and strong social impact, reflect the complexity of
social conflicts at the current stage. To prevent and resolve the NIMBY risks, we should not only promote the construction of
ecological civilization and promote new—type industrialization, but also creatively improve the institutional arrangements and
give full play to the integration and cooperation advantages of the system.

Keywords: NIMBY risk; whirlpool effect; characteristics; prevention; system
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